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Prefacc,f and several of the pieces, which compose a volume of Miscellanies by Mrs. Anna Williams, the blind lady who had an asylum in his house. Of these, there are his ' Kpi. tapli on Philips1,'* 'Translation of a Latin Epitaph on Sir Thomas HanmerYt 'Friendship, an Ode1,1* and, 'The Ant,'* a paraphrase from the Proverbs, of which 1 have a copy in his own hand-writing; and, from internal evidence, I ascribe to him, 'To Miss —, on her giving the Autlumr a gold and silk net-work Purse of her own weaving'4;'f and, 'The happy Life6.' f
Most of the pieces in this volume have evidently received additions from his superiour pen, particularly ' Verses to Mr. Richardson, on his Sir Charles Grandison ;' ' The Excursion ;' 'Reflections on a Grave digging in Westminster Abbey*.1 There is in this collection a poem ' On the Death of Stephen Grey, the Electrician;'* which, on reading it, appeared to me to be undoubtedly Johnson's. I asked Mrs. Williams whether it: was not his. 'Sir, (said she, with .some warmth,) I wrote that poem before 1 had the honour i>f l)r. John-inn's acquaintance.' I, however, was so much impressed with my first notion, that I mentioned it, to Johnson, repeating, at the same time, what Mrs. Williams had said. His answer was, 'It is true, Sir, that she, wrote it before »:he was ar quainted with me; but she has not told you that I \vn>le it all over again, except two lines7.' 'The Fountains'! a
1 Sec ante, i. 171.                                      9 See ant?, \, Jtoq, note 4,
3 See ante, i. 182.                                      4 See ,////,-, j. ^,(,, uufr i,
6  This poem is scarcely Johnson's, though all the linos fair flu* third in the following couplets may IK; his.
'Whose life not sunk in .sloth is free frum care, Nor tost by change, nor suigrmnt in despair; Who with wise uuthour.s [Kiss the tM.strueiiv<« day, And wonder how the moments stole uway; Who not retired beyond die sight of life Behold its weary cures, its noisy .strife1.1   ji. tH,
B Johnson's additions to thc.sc three pnem.s are not at nil rvideiu,
7  In a note to the poem it in .stated that Mrs, Williams, when, before her blindness, she was assisting Mr. Grey in his experiments, wan
beautifuleven felicitous in tl-Dedication. Works, v. 444.
